
The Smiths in Mozambique 

              We had such a wonderful furlough!  It was so great to be 
with so many of you and catch up on each other’s lives.  It was 
so, so good to be with our families!  It was hard and sad to say 
our goodbyes and come back to Mozambique – even harder 
than usual for some reason.  When we got back, we hit the 
ground running!   

We unpacked and got a little settled in and then Martha 
started teaching our team school.  Just 2 weeks after our arrival 
we hosted the HIZ (Harding in Zambia) group from 
Harding.  There were 22 of them, total.  Although it was busy, it 
was a really good experience, which we would be willing to do in 
future years.  Less than a week after that, we hosted and 
attended the big provincial conference.  Whew!  All of this kind 
of wore us out right at the beginning, but at least it distracted us 
from our sad farewells. : )  

Serving  among the Makua 

              There were about 230 

people at the provincial conference 

this year.  That’s more than we’ve 

ever had, since transportation 

costs are such a big issue.  It was so 

life-giving to worship, learn, and 

fellowship together. 

Prayers 

Please pray for the following 

things…… 

That the government would look 

favorably on our team – and 

allow us to continue working 

here, in spite of the false 

accusations they’ve received 

about us 

That the church would continue 

to grow, spread, and be 

healthy 

That the church leadership 

would have wisdom, 

courage, strength, and unity 

For spiritual and physical health 

and safety for our family and 

team 

Our family at Devil’s Tower in 

Wyoming while on furlough 

in August. 



Since the beginning of our time 
in Mozambique we have had a 
vision of a church planting 
movement starting among the 
Makua Metto people. This 
dream to see the Lord win many 
hearts and have them live in 
community is a high calling and 
it sounds great on paper. The 
daily realities of interacting with brothers and sisters who are learning to walk in the steps of Jesus is far less 
dreamy sounding. It is in fact pretty messy. 

 

Discipleship is one of the foundational practices of a healthy church. Teaching and learning from each other 
as we walk along the road of life has felt more cumbersome than I thought it would when I learned about it in 
college missions courses. But Proverbs 27:17’s quote “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another” 
still rings true today. We plug along encouraging each other not to get down or quit. We help each other out 
in ways we can (financial or otherwise). And as discouraging as it seems at the time someone falls back into 
their old habitual sins, we must go to them and pray with them and tell them about how it was for us when 
we fell and how gracious God is about forgiving us when we trip up.  

 

So, as we near the completion of our thirteenth year (on 
December 15) we take pause once more to step back 
from the daily discipleship and see what God has done 
not only through our conversations but through the 
Makua believers’ conversations with each other. For this 
discipleship has created a multiplying effect that I 
believe our Lord had in mind from the beginning.  

 

This multiplying effect has had far reaching consequences this year. In a seeming burst of energy from many 
different churches and individuals over twenty new churches have been planted in new villages this year 
alone! I cannot account for this. I was not involved in the planning or the implementation of these works. 
Brothers and sisters went out from their homes and shared what they knew about God, Jesus and life 
together.  So recently, I took a trip to go visit some of these new churches and see what the Lord was doing. 
Here are some pictures to show what God has done.  

 

Not only have there been over twenty new churches planted 
but each new church plant has boasted many more believers 
than has previously been the case in new churches. Instances of 
30, 60, and over 100 baptisms at a time make the parable of the 
sower who threw seed on good soil feel like a reality. So, we 
celebrate the moving of the Holy Spirit and the ways that he 
tugs people towards repentance and to the throne of God. Who 
can say what will happen next? But now we must step back into 
the discipling role as we continue walking with the Makua. 

God is Moving in Mozambique! 



Women’s Ministries 

Martha works with women in many different areas in our 

province.   Mostly this includes worshipping together and teaching 

them God’s word and will.  There is a core group of women here in 

Montepuez that meets weekly and then together they visit and 

encourage women in other areas.  Being with these women is such a 

blessing! It’s also a blessing to see growth and transformation happen 

– even though it’s sometimes a slow, gradual process.  

Montepuez Team School 

   Jessica Markwood is our new teacher this year.  Rose 

stayed for a third year and so the two of them are 

working together to teach our kiddos.  Since Jessica 

wasn’t able to come until the middle of October, 

Martha took her place – teaching for the first 5 

weeks.  Our boys LOVE school!  They can’t understand 

why some kids don’t. : )  

Theology Courses 

 We started an informal bible 

training center.  So far the 

classes have been well 

attended and well 

received.  We look forward to 

offering more courses next 

year.  Some of the classes are 

offered on our team land and 

some have been offered out in 

the village.  

 


